
 

COL CATCHUP 
A Cost of Living newsletter for Calderdale support providers 

 

 In this Autumn edition… 

 
 

 

 

 

Spotlight: Focus4hope 
 

Focus4Hope’s Hub in Brighouse is always a hive of activity with the team supporting 
local people in a variety of ways, in particular those in vulnerable situations including 
living in poverty, social isolation, addiction issues and homelessness (this is just a few, 
the list is many..) 

Their offer is constantly evolving to meet the 
increasing challenges people are facing, and 
now includes a weekly community lunch. 
Whilst the clientele are predominantly 
attending for social reasons, it also provides a 
hot delicious meal to residents in the nearby 
emergency housing and others in need. 
Numbers have been steadily increasing to over 
40 people every week and they are served a hot 
two course meal expertly prepared and cooked 
by volunteers. This funded by Northern Gas Networks who have also trained some of the 
staff and volunteers to be able to give guidance to reduce energy costs.  

 

This month, they have also started a fantastic project with 
the Better Lives team to provide a drop in service for clients 
either accessing the Affordable Food Hub or needing 
support. This includes specialist support from Recovery 
Steps, health checks, advice for anyone needing extra care 
and help and much more. This is offered on a ‘no 
appointment needed’ basis so anyone can just drop in for a 
chat.  
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Alongside offering affordable food in their extensive ‘supermarket’ and food boxes for 
families over the school holidays, they are about to embark on 
their annual Christmas Project. Previously feeding over 500 
families, this is a mammoth task, but the team alongside 
hundreds of volunteers are raring to go. Schools and statutory 
bodies can refer any family for a parcel, which contains lots of 
festive food and treats. People can help by donating items for the 
parcels or by helping box and wrap everything up. Several local 
businesses where staff have paid time off for volunteering have 
got involved too.  

For more information on everything focus4hope do and how can you help visit their 
website at Helping the homeless, elderly & vulnerable in West Yorkshire or their 
facebook page Focus4Hope Facebook 

 

Overview: Affordable Warmth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Calderdale Anti-Poverty Dashboard  

What support can be accessed for affordable warmth in Calderdale? 

To access the affordable warmth guide for frontline workers supporting low-income 
households in Calderdale, which has information on where to access energy vouchers and 
other affordable warmth support for people in need, email jayne.leech2@calderdale.gov.uk.  

For those over the age of 65+, AgeUK Calderdale and Kirklees 
have some helpful resources on how to stay warm and 
affordable ways to do it. They also offer free home energy 
checks, where a trusted handyperson can visit the home and 
check to make sure it is energy efficient, as well as help to 

install small measures to improve heat retention and lower energy bills.  

Calderdale Council offer the Healthy Homes scheme, with two main 
schemes-both are for people who own their own home. One is for those 
with a long term health condition and is on certain benefits, and the other 
is for those on a lower income and is on certain benefits. The Healthy 
Homes scheme can help to cover some, if not all (up to a certain amount), of the costs of 
repairing or replacing a boiler, getting new insulation, and more. 

In partnership with Northern Gas Networks, Focus4Hope are 
a Centre for Warmth which gives advice and guidance around 
keeping warm in the home, energy saving measures to reduce 

fuel poverty, advice around the Priority Service register and how to sign up, and providing energy 
saving appliances and items to those who can’t afford them. 

26.2% of Calderdale are in fuel poverty (2024) 

20% of households in the UK are in fuel poverty 
(2024) 

https://focus4hope.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Focus4HopeUK
https://dataworks.calderdale.gov.uk/dashboards/anti-poverty/
mailto:jayne.leech2@calderdale.gov.uk
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/calderdaleandkirklees/our-services/warm-homes-4438af2e-a177-f011-95f3-7c1e522694f7/
https://new.calderdale.gov.uk/housing/healthy-homes-service


 

Groundwork have two schemes. One is the Green Doctor scheme, which involves 
an initial home visit, with a follow-up if required. They can offer energy tariff 
advice, energy efficiency advice, energy and water debt support, the supply 
and installation of small measures, building fabric check, support for grants to 
get larger repairs and measures, e.g. insulation, and much more. Check out 
their referral form for criteria.  

The other scheme is the Bright Futures scheme, For those moving into a new 
property. They can help with setting up the heating system correctly, checking 
accounts have been opened with accurate meter reads as well as looking at any 
easy, cheap energy saving measures. During the visit they will be given a £50 
energy voucher to help them get off to a good start and a Green Doctor warm pack 
which includes blankets, hats, scarves, gloves, socks, a hot water bottle and 
thermal mug. Check out their referral form for criteria (same as the Green Doctor scheme as 
long as they are moving into a new property, just add ‘Bright Futures’ into the notes). 

Newground Together will provide free home energy checks 
for North Halifax residents. They will help people save 
money on their energy bills and make their homes more 

energy efficient. They will also bring handy energy saving products to the home visit. Contact 
them by telephone (0300 330 5535), email (hello@newground.co.uk), or use their referral 
form.  

Cost of Living News: Food 
Thank you to everyone who has submitted data, it’s much appreciated. The link to the form is 
found HERE or numbers can be sent via email to Jane Woodcock: 
(jane.woodcock@cvac.org.uk).  From data collected, it shows that: 

 

 

The Food Poverty forum is chaired by the Food Poverty Lead at 
VAC  and meets every 8-10 weeks, either on Teams or in person 
at one of the fantastic organisations supporting food poverty.  
The forum is a platform for information sharing and partnership 
working, whilst having a place for open and honest discussion.  

 

The next meeting will take place in January. Invitations will be sent out a couple of weeks 
before. If you are interested in attending, please contact jane.woodcock@cvac.org.uk 

 

 

 Social Supermarkets In September there were over 530 shops at the 4 affordable food outlets in 
Calderdale. This is consistent with the same period last year. 

 
Food Banks/Parcels  Data collected from 2/3 of the organisations that distribute some form of food 
parcels shows that over 1500 parcels were given out in September. This is a slight increase from 
September last year 

 Community meals  Data collected from less than half of the groups shows over 2400 people 
accessed a free hot meal in September.  

https://groundwork.my.salesforce-sites.com/gwyorkshiregreendoctors
https://groundwork.my.salesforce-sites.com/gwyorkshiregreendoctors
https://groundwork.my.salesforce-sites.com/gwyorkshiregreendoctors
mailto:hello@newground.co.uk
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c1fa263f/MHPhNuoz7USZjxIZdnp2Qg?u=https://formbuilder.evolutive.co.uk/formsite/form/c7aae8c5-a0ee-40e2-886b-48037bc399da
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c1fa263f/MHPhNuoz7USZjxIZdnp2Qg?u=https://formbuilder.evolutive.co.uk/formsite/form/c7aae8c5-a0ee-40e2-886b-48037bc399da
https://forms.office.com/e/wHkgqVH7sq
mailto:jane.woodcock@cvac.org.uk
mailto:jane.woodcock@cvac.org.uk


 

Fareshare and The Felix Project to merge FareShare and The Felix Project are joining forces - 
FareShare   Both groups will formally merge in the next few months and will bring together 
expertise across reducing and distributing food surplus along with access to funding. The Felix 
Project are London’s largest Food distributor and jointly they will be able to pool their resources, 
knowledge and experience to form one point of contact for retailers and producer. FAQ’s can be 
found HERE 

Mixenden Activity Centre opens its Community Kitchen 

 

Thanks to funding from the Household Support Fund, the new 
community kitchen has opened at the Mixenden Activity Centre. 
Open to all every Thursday from 1130 – 130pm offering a healthy free 
lunch alongside fun activities. They also offer a free takeway option 
for children       

People can just turn up, there’s no booking required. 

 

 

 

Cost of Living News: Affordable Warmth and Utilities 
Affordable Warmth forum reminder: The next meeting will be on Thursday 6th 
November on Teams from 10am to 12pm. Please email Jayne Leech 
(Jayne.Leech2@calderdale.gov.uk) if you need an invitation or more information.  

Warm Spaces have been rebranded to be Welcoming Places, 
as they provide a cool space for people during the summer. 
Refreshments, activities, and social opportunities are provided 
in some locations. To find out more and find your local 
Welcoming Place, visit the website: Find a Warm Welcoming 
Place | Calderdale Council. If you would like to register your organisation to be a Welcoming 
Place, please email Jayne at jayne.leech2@calderdale.gov.uk.  

 To access the affordable warmth guide for frontline workers supporting low-
income households in Calderdale, which has information on where to access 
energy vouchers and other affordable warmth support for people in need, email 
jayne.leech2@calderdale.gov.uk.  

 

Cost of Living News: Living Costs 
Event Cycle is a UK based organisation which is looking to get more involved in 
Calderdale. Charities and community groups can become a member for free, 
and get access to free furniture, stationary, office equipment, and much more. 
They receive donations from corporations and events who no longer need them 
and they will deliver to charities/community groups for free. To find out more and 

become a member to access completely free donations of equipment, check out their website: 
Event Cycle | Sustainable Events Consultancy 

Newground are hosting several workshops to help with 
living costs. Full details can be found in the ‘Free events 
and activities for service users’ section, but the 
workshops include a ‘Savvy Shopper’ workshop, a ‘Fashion for Less’ workshop, and a ‘Cook 
Sustainably’ workshop.  

https://fareshare.org.uk/fareshareandfelix/
https://fareshare.org.uk/fareshareandfelix/
https://thefelixproject.org/the-felix-project-and-fareshare-faqs
mailto:Jayne.Leech2@calderdale.gov.uk
https://new.calderdale.gov.uk/benefits/money/find-warm-welcoming-place
https://new.calderdale.gov.uk/benefits/money/find-warm-welcoming-place
mailto:jayne.leech2@calderdale.gov.uk
mailto:jayne.leech2@calderdale.gov.uk
https://www.eventcycle.org/
https://www.newground.co.uk/


 

Acts435 acts as a crowdfund platform for people in need. Groups can put on 
requests for support to raise funding for furniture, white goods, and more, and 
most requests are fulfilled within a few weeks. Find out more on their website. 

Cost of Living News: Money and Debt 
Money and Debt forum reminder: The next meeting will be on Thursday 11th 
December on Teams from 10am to 12pm. Please email Rachel Stewart 
(rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk) if you need an invitation or more information. 

If you would like Citizens Advice Calderdale to do a drop-in at 
your venue to help people with cost of living pressures or 
energy advice, email energy@calderdalecab.org.uk. They can 
also offer training sessions for staff and volunteers on energy 
savings and social tariffs. These sessions help your team spot key warning signs of poverty, 
make effective referrals, and maybe even reduce their own bills.  

The Money Guiders scheme is a City and Guilds accredited course, online and free, and can give 
service providers and volunteers guidance skills around talking to 
clients about financial worries. There are financial incentives for 
completing the foundation and technical domains. For more 
information, please email Rachel Stewart 
(rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk).  

Next week is Talk Money Week (3rd November – 7th November). Please share our 
messages on our Facebook and Bluesky, as well as the Council’s messages on 
Facebook and Twitter/X. There is also an event on for frontline workers, volunteers and 
staff from VCSE and statutory groups alike at Halifax Central Library later in the week – more 
information can be found in the Events and Training section.  

 

Cost of Living News: Families and Children 
Calderdale Lighthouse’s current wishlist: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Mothershare’s current wishlist: Amazon.co.uk  

 

Cost of Living News: Other (+ Christmas appeals!) 
There are a lot of appeals on for Christmas from various VCSE groups. Keep an eye on our 
Facebook page as we share them. These are some below: 

https://www.acts435.org.uk/
https://www.acts435.org.uk/
mailto:rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk
mailto:energy@calderdalecab.org.uk
mailto:rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk
https://maps.org.uk/en/our-work/talk-money-week
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556205236390
https://bsky.app/profile/vaccol.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/calderdale
https://x.com/calderdale
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/153Q0HKGKITUE?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwY2xjawNu7StleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHha6rp4gMAcbtCrlq0hnSTJXWm0Tyt-O2q8G25wO5oj13J-eSHz1pYYaEcsd_aem_TyCyuKf_3KD8evX7h8wRnw
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556205236390


 

 

Mothershare Christmas Appeal:  Focus4Hope Reverse Advent Calendar appeal: 

 

 

Funding and Grants 
CFFC have some great ‘top tips for applying for grants’ on their website. They can be found at: 

Top tips for applying for a grant - Community Foundation For Calderdale. Click on the link to find 
out more! 

Warburtons Community Grants 

• Up to £400 
• Warburtons Community Grants provides small grants up to £400 to support charitable 

organisations towards broader activities which improve Health, Place or Skills for 
families in their community 

• Closing date: 4th November   
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MothershareHx/posts/pfbid02vrjknXs7TwznqSDpJtmU5wJ6gKjnHogDnQn2XpXfuyn8D3tP9tRQ2hN88YCB4NAXl
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1145488157682961&set=a.582356160662833
https://cffc.co.uk/top-tips-for-applying-for-a-grant/
https://www.warburtons.co.uk/goodstuff/financial-giving/
https://www.warburtons.co.uk/goodstuff/financial-giving/


 

John Rayner Charitable Trust 

• Between £1,000 and £5,000 
• Their emphasis is on those who help Children and young people, Carers and the elderly, 

Medical support, people with disabilities and sport for all ages and abilities 
• Closing Date: 31st January 2026 

 

Friends of the Elderly 

• Up to £600 
• The grants programme is available across England and Wales and aims to help older 

people who are struggling to make ends meet and to ensure they are able to live with 
dignity and comfort. 

• Ongoing 

The George A Moore Foundation 

• Typical grants range from £500 to £2500 
• Open to all community groups 
• The next trustee meeting will be in February 2026. 

 

The Brelms Trust 

• Between £1,000 and £6,000 
• Must a registered charity with a current income of less than £300,000 per year 
• Charities enabling disadvantaged people to play a fuller role in the community, which 

may enhance their quality of life and extend their opportunities. 
• Closing Date: Ongoing 

 

Patch Community Fund 

• £200 - £500 per month 
• Patches shortlist up to 15 groups per month and the top 5 is voted for by the public 

 

National Lottery Awards for All  

• From £300 to £20,000 
• You can apply for funding to deliver a new or existing activity or to support your 

organisation to change and adapt to new and future challenges 
• Closing date: Ongoing  

 

National Lottery Reaching Communities  

• From £20,001 to £500,000 
• They are most likely to fund projects that support places, people or communities 

experiencing poverty, disadvantage or discrimination and support people and 
communities to shape the decisions that affect their lives 

• Closing date: Ongoing  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.raynertrust.co.uk/who-we-support/
https://www.raynertrust.co.uk/who-we-support/
https://fote.org.uk/our-charity-work/grants-2/
https://fote.org.uk/our-charity-work/grants-2/
https://gamf.org.uk/
https://gamf.org.uk/
https://www.brelmstrust.org.uk/
https://www.brelmstrust.org.uk/
https://www.patchapp.uk/pricing
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-england
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/reaching-communities-england
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-programmes/reaching-communities-england


 

Morrisons Foundation 

• Up to £10,000 
• Applications should deliver on (at least) one of three objectives to be considered for 

support, 1. Tackling poverty and social deprivation;   2. Enhancing community spaces, 
facilities and services; 3. Improving health and wellbeing. 

• Closing Date: Ongoing 

 

Persimmon Homes Community Champions 

• Up to £6,000 
• The community champions scheme is open to all and does not have a specific focus 
• Deadline: Ongoing 

 

Calderdale Council Household Support Fund Discretionary Scheme 

• Individuals can apply for up to two grants of £85 
• Anyone living in Calderdale can apply for extra financial support  
• Closing Date: 31st March 2026 

 

Hillards Trust 

• Usually £1,000 
• Funding is intended to support locally managed charitable organisations undertaking 

projects that provide social support to the communities in areas across North and 
Central England that were once served by a Hillards store. 

• No deadline specified. 

 

Events and Training 

 

Sign up for the Calderdale Funding and Enterprise Marketplace here:  

Money Guiders 

• The Money Guiders scheme is a City and Guilds accredited course, online and free, and 
can give service providers and volunteers guidance skills around talking to clients about 
financial worries. This self-development programme helps organisations or individuals 
to confidently talk about money with their customers and give safe, effective guidance. 
It's government backed, proven to work and UK wide. There are financial incentives for 
completing the foundation and technical domains.  

• For more information, please email Rachel Stewart (rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk).  

https://www.morrisonsfoundation.com/grant-funding-request/
https://www.morrisonsfoundation.com/grant-funding-request/
https://www.persimmonhomes.com/community-champions
https://www.persimmonhomes.com/community-champions
https://new.calderdale.gov.uk/benefits/hsf
https://new.calderdale.gov.uk/benefits/hsf
https://www.hillardstrust.org/
https://www.hillardstrust.org/
https://maps.org.uk/en/our-work/money-guiders
mailto:rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk


 

Supporting older people facing financial hardship - Independent Age 

• Free online training for frontline workers around supporting older people facing financial 
hardship. Various dates and times until the end of 2026, look online for options. 

• Pension Credit, Attendance Allowance, and other entitlements: Training on Key benefits 
for people over State Pension Age | Independent Age 

• Carer’s Allowance: Carer's Allowance training | Independent Age 
• Council Tax: Council Tax training | Independent Age 

 

Money Guiders Webinars 

• Various dates and times. 
• Money Guiders offers several different webinars and workshops for free for both Money 

Guiders and for external frontline workers. To find out more, use the link above. 
• Some are for Money Guiders only. Some are available for all. All are free, and are usually 

online.  
 

Talk Money Week event: Gambling Harms and Scams – Calderdale Anti-Poverty 
Partnership 

• Thursday 6th November, 12.30 - 13.30. 
• The Media Suite, Halifax Central Library, Square Road, Halifax HX1 1QG 
• This Talk Money Week 2025, join us for an hour of lightning talks, workshopping case 

studies, knowledge sharing and the opportunity for networking, accompanied by a light 
buffet. This event is for those who support communities to tackle gambling harms and 
scams in Calderdale. You may work directly with residents on these topics or are 
interested in learning more about how you could support residents. 
 

Calderdale College courses – Free or partly funded 

• Various times and dates. 
• Longer courses include L3 Understanding Autism, L3 Understanding Mental Health, L3 

Championing Sustainability in the workplace, L3 award in Education and Training, and 
more. 1-day courses include: Excel courses, Digital Marketing for beginners, Cyber 
Security, and more.  

• Check out the link for a full list of courses, criteria, and email 
aysha.hussain@calderdale.ac.uk for more information. 
 

Groundwork Fuel Poverty Awareness Courses 

• Wednesday 12th November, 1pm or Wednesday 10th December, 1pm. 
• Online and free. 
• 3-hour course designed to help front line workers understand the central issues 

surrounding fuel poverty. Sign up on their Eventbrite by clicking the link above. 

 

 

Free events and activities for service users, clients, and customers 
Walks at The Space at Field Lane 

• Monday and Wednesdays, 7am morning walk, and 6pm evening walk.  
• The Space @ Field Lane, 3, Burnsall Road, Brighouse HD6 3JT. 
• For more information, contact 01484 556924 or gemma@thespaceatfieldlane.org.uk.  

https://www.independentage.org/advice-training-for-professionals?_gl=1*13mvu6k*_up*MQ..*_ga*NTMzNjI1MDEzLjE3NDg0MjU0MTQ.*_ga_TGBBW3PC3T*czE3NDg0MjU0MTQkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDg0MjU0OTEkajQ0JGwwJGgw
https://www.independentage.org/advice-training-for-professionals/pension-credit-attendance-allowance-entitled-to
https://www.independentage.org/advice-training-for-professionals/pension-credit-attendance-allowance-entitled-to
https://www.independentage.org/advice-training-for-professionals/carers-allowance
https://www.independentage.org/advice-training-for-professionals/council-tax-training
https://khub.net/web/moneyguiders/public-events
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talk-money-week-2025-gambling-harms-and-scams-tickets-1834700972999?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talk-money-week-2025-gambling-harms-and-scams-tickets-1834700972999?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.cvac.org.uk/2025/10/27/calderdale-college-free-courses/
mailto:aysha.hussain@calderdale.ac.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/groundwork-yorkshire-31581035535#:~:text=A%20collection%20of%20all%20Fuel%20Poverty%20awareness%20courses,Yorkshire%27s%20events%2C%20learn%20more%2C%20or%20contact%20this%20organizer.?msockid=0cf6fe6cd592648c3275e87cd469652b
https://www.facebook.com/thespacefieldlane/videos/483195474833537/
mailto:gemma@thespaceatfieldlane.org.uk


 

Multiple activities – Project Colt 

• Bike riding, and Colt Community Voices choir. 
• Project Colt, Bridgefield Mills, Elland Bridge, Elland, HX5 0SQ. 
• For available dates and times, click on the link above.  

 

Newground Together – Cost of Living Workshops 

• Innovations Family Hub, Dean Field Primary School, Cousin Lane, HX2 8DQ. 
• Savvy Shopper Workshop – Master the art of smart shopping and stretching your 

budget. Learn how to spot supermarket tricks, plan meals, and reduce waste. Includes 
fun activities and a take-home savvy shopper starter pack. Date - Monday 3rd November 
10am – 12pm. 

• Fashion for Less Workshop – Explore sustainable and ethical fashion with a focus on 
upcycling and smart shopping. Includes a presentation and a hands-on clothing 
repair/upcycling activity. Dates - Monday 10th November 10am – 12pm. 

• Cook Sustainably Workshop – Discover how to prepare healthy, budget-friendly meals 
while reducing food waste. This hands-on workshop includes a short presentation and 
cooking session using an air fryer. Enjoy what you make on the day! Dates - 17th 
November 10am – 12pm. 

• Book on via the link above or email hello@newground.co.uk – booking is essential. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.projectcolt.org.uk/whats-on/
https://newgroundevents.evolutive.co.uk/newground-together-calderdale-events/
mailto:hello@newground.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful information and contacts 
To submit anything to the newsletter, or to ask for more information, please contact 
jane.woodcock@cvac.org.uk (Link Officer - Food Poverty Lead) for food-related queries, or 
tia.metcalfe@cvac.org.uk (Link Officer - Cost of Living Lead) for any others. For more 
information on Calderdale forums and regional anti-poverty work, contact 
antipovertyaction@calderdale.gov.uk or jayne.leech2@calderdale.gov.uk.  

For help finding grants and funding, or reviewing applications, contact info@cvac.org.uk    

If you would like a bespoke news story written about a case study from your organisation 
promoting some of the amazing work you have been doing, contact jordan.baker@cvac.org.uk 
who is the Community Journalist at VAC for more information.  

To sign up to the Anti-Poverty partnership newsletter on cost of living and tackling poverty, 
please sign up here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jane.woodcock@cvac.org.uk
mailto:tia.metcalfe@cvac.org.uk
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mailto:info@cvac.org.uk
mailto:jordan.baker@cvac.org.uk
https://calderdale.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3c5ea64c43a0d28e825dafa02&id=e6cfb8b2d4

