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NEWS RELEASE

3rd November 2008  
Jim’ll Fix It! 

Free planning advice for local residents –
New funding brings expanded service

New funding from the Government means Yorkshire Planning Aid, which offers free, independent planning advice to individuals and community groups throughout the Yorkshire & Humber region, is expanding its Advice Service.

The telephone helpline is now available five days per week (Monday to Friday) between 9am and 4pm.  Contact 0870 850 9808 or email ykcw@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk.
Planning Advisor Jim Rogers said:

 “We give brief advice to everyone who calls. Individuals and community groups who need further support and who meet the service’s eligibility criteria are given additional assistance from one of our professionally qualified town planners who give their time for free to support Planning Aid.  Those people who can afford to pay professional fees, or who will benefit financially from their planning application, are referred on to a planning consultant if necessary.”
Last year the service handled more than 350 enquiries from across the region on a wide range of issues.  Cases dealt with included: 

· An elderly resident who asked for help in giving comments on proposals for a waste-transfer station across the road from her home.  
· A group of residents who needed advice when a pedestrian crossing to give access to a new school had not been installed in accordance with the plans.

· A community group who needed assistance with an application for a local open space to be designated as a village green.
Although Jim can’t fix it for everyone to get the outcome they would like, most people appreciate the fact that they have been able to get independent support and advice.  
Notes to editors:
1. Planning Aid complements the work of local authorities but is wholly independent of them. Other than services in Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and London, Planning Aid regional services are run by the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI). Each year support is provided to over 1,000 organisations and around 5,000 enquiries are dealt with. The service is supported by over 800 qualified volunteers.

2. Planning Aid assistance is provided in two main ways. Casework – by providing help and advice to groups and individuals on a wide range of specific planning problems and opportunities. Community Planning – by giving training, support and information to help local community groups play an active part in planning their own areas. Further information is available at: www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
For further information: 
Contact Jacqui Baines, YPA Regional Manager,

on 0113 237 8486, or mobile 0775 211 2614. 
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